


Swiss News
GoldenPass Express update 
From 27 February, only 80 days after it was introduced, the gauge 
convertible GoldenPass Express has been only running between 
Montreux and Zweisimmen with BLS running a connecting service 
to Interlaken – reverting to the situation prior to December 2021. 
In February BLS identified increased wear on points, in particular 
the frog where the rails cross, between Zweisimmen and Interlaken 
deciding to stop operating the new train between those two points.

BLS announced: “Despite all the testing, the GoldenPass fleet 
is a technical innovation that is initially confronted with teething 
problems. The fact that some of the faults only appear during 
normal operation is not unusual and has been observed in many 
newly deployed vehicles in recent years. We understand that the 
disruptions listed are annoying for customers. Dealing with delays 
and cancellations is part of the core business of a railway. The 
train was often able to run with a substitute composition, at least 
on a section of the route, so that the effects could be cushioned 
somewhat. The majority of the trains reached their destination and 
were very well occupied. However, the decision to no longer allow 
the GoldenPass trains to run on the BLS network has nothing to do 
with the disruptions mentioned. At the end of February we noticed 
increased wear on the points and therefore stopped operations 
between Interlaken Ost and Zweisimmen.” There are unconfirmed 
reports that wheel flange damage has been observed on standard 
gauge points between Zweisimmen and Interlaken. 

“With an innovative product like this, all stakeholders are 
constantly learning,” says MOB CEO, Mr Georges Oberson. “We 
measured bogie data on the BLS section. All the data are identical 

to those observed during the approval process. We are convinced of 
the reliability of our new trains.”

The technology incorporated in the new train bogies was 
developed by Prose and Alstom after more than a decade of the MOB 
advocating the concept of a through train able to switch between 
the line’s two gauges. The GPX trains, designed and built by Stadler, 
entered service on 11 December 2022 following extensive testing of 
the new fleet and the gauge-changing installation at Zweisimmen.

In other GoldenPass news, one of the new sets has been named 
Shania Twain after the country music star. She named the train when 
it was launched in December. The Grammy award-winning singer is 
originally from Canada, she has been primarily living in Corseaux, 
Switzerland on the shores of Lake Geneva, for the past 10 years.

To investigate the wear BLS marked the points in question with white or green 
paint. The removal of this colour provided information on where the wheel 
flange touches the rails, frogs or check rails. The two photos of a frog at Oey-
Diemtigen (9.3 km from Spiez) show the result: the picture on the left shows 
the condition after a BLS Mika multiple unit has passed through, the one on 
the right after the GPX has passed: in the second case, the wheel flange has 
chipped the frog, the damage can be clearly seen. BLS

SBB financial loss in 2022
Last year, the Swiss rail freight operator SBB Cargo saw its financial 
losses catastrophically increase from CHF 1.2 million in 2021 to 
a negative result of CHF 192.51 million. That was almost 80 per 
cent of the total loss of the mother company SBB in 2022. 

The reason for the bad state of affairs at SBB Cargo, according 
to its mother company, was a substantial write-down of no less than 
CHF 131.5 million on the company’s book value. In addition, 
there was the loss of corona support last year.

According to the management, the depreciation is a ‘one-off 
correction’ resulting from a ‘valuation test’ last year. This brought 
to light that the stated value of SBB Cargo AG in the books was no 
longer sufficient.

The fact that there had to be so much depreciation had 
everything to do with the uncertain prospects for rail freight 
transport in Switzerland, which can only be kept afloat with a lot 
of government support.

At the end of last year, the Swiss government shared plans to 
possibly exclude single wagonload traffic from financial support 
schemes. Single wagonload is an integral part of rail freight transport 
in Switzerland, and according to SBB’s management, the financial 
uncertainty has major consequences for the value of its cargo division.

SBB Cargo International also dealt with many headwinds last 
year. The loss for the international freight carrier rose from just 
under CHF 308,000 in 2021 to almost CHF 20 million last year. 
This financial setback was caused by, among other things, the 

disruptions to the German rail network due to construction work 
and the high electricity costs. [RailFreight.com]

SBB/SOB future operation of St.Gallen–Rhein 
Valley line
Swiss Federal Railways (SBB) and Swiss Southeastern Railway 
(SOB) have strengthened their cooperation by signing a declaration 
of intent over future operation of services on the St.Gallen–Rhein 
Valley line following further track doubling. While SOB will operate 
additional trains between St.Gallen and Chur, SBB will take over 
individual services from SOB on the IR 35 Chur–Bern route. With 
the December 2024 timetable change, there will be a half-hourly 
service between St.Gallen and Sargans over the St.Gallen–Rhein 
Valley route and SBB aims to commission SOB to operate these 
additional trains under SBB’s existing long-distance concession.

European Railway Agency cross-border
Switzerland’s Federal Council has shown its willingness to further 
strengthen cross-border rail traffic by proposing to adopt the 
EU’s uniform new rolling stock approval procedures. Since 2019 
the European Railway Agency (ERA) has been responsible for 
approving cross-border rolling stock within the European Union, 
with companies in Switzerland participating via a temporary 
arrangement due to run until late 2023. The Federal Council now 
plans to permanently adopt the EU solution, with a draft law 
passed to parliament on 22 February.
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SBB/Alstom FV-Dosto compensation
SWISS Federal Railways (SBB) and Alstom signed an agreement 
on 3 March that will see the manufacturer pay the equivalent of the 
value of six trains in compensation for repeated delays to the delivery 
of SBB’s FV-Dosto fleet of double-deck long-distance trains.

Alstom and SBB have reached an out-of-court settlement 
that includes an agreement not to disclose any further details of 
this compensation.

However, SBB says that Alstom will be responsible for 
maintaining the fleet beyond the contractually agreed term, and 
will deliver the spare parts required in the coming years.

The manufacturer will also continue to invest in optimising 
ride comfort for passengers on the FV-Dosto fleet, working with 
SBB to optimise train performance. It will also supply and manage 
simulators to support the training of SBB staff.

SBB awarded Bombardier the contract to supply 59 FV-
Dosto trains in 2010. One of the largest rolling stock orders in 
Swiss history at the time, the deal was valued at CHF 1·9 bn. The 
order was split into three batches: 20 eight-car IC-200 inter-city 
trainsets including a restaurant car; 30 eight-car IR-200 trains 

to operate inter-regional services; and nine four car versions 
designated IR-100.

In 2014 the parties agreed a new delivery schedule with 
Bombardier to supply three extra trains at no additional cost in 
compensation for production delays.

Test runs with the first trains began in 2015, with the new fleet 
entering passenger service in 2018, although initially suffering 
from poor reliability.

The FV-Dosto contract passed to Alstom following its 
acquisition of Bombardier Transportation in 2021, and since 
then SBB says that Alstom has made a great effort to reduce the 
disruption caused by the poor reliability of the new fleet.

However, in 2022 SBB announced that it was abandoning 
the use of WAKO roll compensation technology on the new 
fleet, intended to enable the trains to negotiate curves at speeds 
up to 15% higher than existing rolling stock, thus reducing the 
need for infrastructure improvements to shorten journey times.  
Infrastructure improvements between Bern and Lausanne and 
between Winterthur and St.Margrethen are now to be reassessed.

The system had led to complaints from passengers and staff 
since it was introduced in 2018, and SBB 
said that it was error-prone and expensive 
to maintain.

Alstom delivered the last of the 62 
FV-Dosto trains in 2022, a year-and-a-
half after the project was taken over from 
Bombardier.

SBB says that the FV-Dosto is now 
one of its most reliable fleets, forming 
the backbone of long-distance services in 
Switzerland. Failures take place only every 
15,000–20,000 km, above the average for 
the rest of the SBB passenger fleet, with 
train cancellations due to failures now at the 
same level as the existing fleet.

‘FV- Dosto’ RABe 502 #204 of the SBB is running as IR 3272 on the IR 75 service from Altstätten via 
St.Gallen–Winterthur–Zürich–Zug to Luzern, at Winterthur Tössmühle on 9 March 2023. While the Buchs 
SG–Altstätten section is closed for doubling of the line, these IR trains are separated into two services 
between Altstätten–Luzerne and Buchs SG–Chur. Georg Trüb

Five SBB priority projects in long term plan
On 28 February, the Ministry of Transport provided details of its 
plans to upgrade key sections of the Swiss train network: to be 
legislated in 2026. Five major projects would be included in the 
legistations forming a major step towards the Ausbauschritt 2035 
rail investment programme.

The five projects are: remodelling of the rail hubs in Luzern 
and Basel; upgrading or new line construction between Bern and 
Lausanne; upgrading or new line construction between Winterthur 
and St.Gallen and between Zürich and Aarau.

The Zürich–Aarau scheme is planned to include a passenger only 
250 km/h double-track line, mostly in tunnel, between Zürich–
Altstetten and Rupperswil. Currently costed at CHF 6 bn. The new 
line would massively increase capacity, relieving the current route 
which sees approximately 370 trains a day.

The improvements on the Bern–Lausanne and Winterthur–
St.Gallen lines are to improve journey times following the 
abandonment of the WAKO active suspension for its FV-Dosto 
double-deck electric multiple-units. These units were to provide 
a 10% to 15% speed increase in curves and was considerably less 
expensive than the now-necessary infrastructure improvements.

SBB has also confirmed that Phase 2 of the Zimmerberg base 
tunnel, the Brütterner tunnel and reconstruction of Zürich-
Stadelhofen station have been delayed.

TPF Broc-Fabrique re-opening
The final section of the line from Bulle to Broc Fabrique, the 1 km 
section from Broc-Village to Broc-Fabrique is due to open from 
24 August with the official ceremony on Saturday 26 August.

First Bern Tramlink delivered
Approximately six months late, on 1 February 2023 municipal 
transport operator Bernmobil received the first of 27 Tramlink 
LRVs from Stadler, unit 911. The three-section LRV was delivered 
by road from Valencia, Spain, to the Bolligenstrasse depot in Bern. 
After an intensive testing and training programme, the LRVs will 
be used in regular service from late summer. The remaining 19 bi-
directional and seven uni-directional trams are to be delivered by 
2025. There are options for another 23 units of both types.

For the transfer from Spain to Switzerland the tram was 
divided into its three segments. The transfer was performed by 
Dutch transport company Van der Vlist, which has previously 
delivered the new units for Lugano–Ponte Tresa line, the 
Limmatalbahn and the Waldenburg Railway. For line 6 to 
Worb, the two-way vehicles are equipped with train protection 
and, in particular, with two single-arm pantographs for winter 
operation. The Bern Tramlink is also the first vehicle of its type 
to be fitted with a display that provides a heads-up display for 
the driver.
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SBB funding to 2029
The Swiss Federal Council proposed to provide a one-off financial 
injection of CHF 1.25 billion to state-owned SBB and waive long-
distance track access charges by CHF 200 million per year until 
2029. The proposal faced resistance from transport associations, 
political parties and local governments who rejected the plans 
either fully or partially.

SBB’s financing through the Swiss national treasury and the 
Swiss railways infrastructure fund (BIF) monopolises public 
dialogue as the consultation period for the decision ended on 
31 March. The Federal Council proposes giving SBB a one-off 
CHF 1.25 billion capital injection to help it recover from the debt 
build-up resulting from the Covid-19 crisis. These funds will be 
allocated from the Federal Budget.

On the other hand, the Swiss Federal Council aims to waive 
SBB’s long-distance track access charges by CHF 200 million per 
year between 2023 and 2029. This could provide up to CHF 1.7 
billion in relief for SBB in the seven year period. The Council 
plans to use funds from BIF to facilitate this, claiming that this 
will be compensated for by investing the performance-related 
heavy vehicle fees in the BIF. It also advised that the decreased BIF 
income in the coming three years would not impact infrastructure 
expansion plans.

Swiss rail freight transport association VAP rejected both 
proposals. For the one-off funding, VAP claimed that “profits 
generated in the past should enable SBB to bridge the three financially 
difficult years”, saying that the state-owned company does not need 
additional financing. As for the charges waiver, VAP commented 
that such a move would “reduce the entrepreneurial pressure on SBB 
while also burdening the BIF with unnecessary costs”.

“Freight traffic bears the marginal costs of a network that has 
been expanded to meet the specific needs of passenger traffic”, 

continued VAP, stressing that implementing the two proposals 
would affect freight customers directly “as it has far-reaching 
consequences for intramodal competition in rail freight transport”.

On the other hand, the right-wing and populist party SVP, 
also a member of the Federal Council, demanded that “SBB is not 
financed by federal loans, as has been planned up to now, but by 
issuing bonds and taking out loans on the open capital market”. 
SVP claimed that SBB should not rely on federal funding that 
distorts competition but adopt a more entrepreneurial approach, 
as VAP also suggested.

As a result, it rejected both proposals underlying that a “strategic 
realignment of SBB and Swiss rail policy is necessary to ensure user-
friendly financing”.

Local canton governments also contributed to SBB’s financing 
dialogue. The cantons of Thurgau and Bern both rejected the charges 
waiver proposal while accepting the overall plan in principle. The 
governor of Thurgau said that using BIF funds to improve the debt 
situation only on long-distance transport is incomprehensible. He 
underlined that BIF funds are meant to finance only the railway 
infrastructure. Additionally, he mentioned that such a measure 
undermines the separation between transport and infrastructure by 
cross-subsidising the first with money for the second.

The canton of Bern followed a similar line, stating that it is 
inappropriate to use BIF funds to alleviate the debt of the long-
distance transport sector, also stressing that this move undermines 
competition. “The federal government’s proposal envisages that 
only SBB should be able to reduce its debt by reduced train-path 
prices. This is an incomprehensible preference for an individual 
transport company”, said the canton of Bern and added that 
if SBB’s expenses are waived, the same should apply to other 
transport companies.

Rhein bridge near Koblenz to be renovated
From 1 April to 29 October 2023 the rail bridge across the Rhein between Koblenz and Waldshut will be closed for maintenance. Buses 
will run from Koblenz across the Swiss/German state border to Waldshut. 

The Rhein bridge, opened on 18 August 1859, was the first connection between the Swiss and German railway networks. The connecting 
railway in Basel was not put into operation until 14 years later. The bridge near Koblenz has been preserved in its original condition to this 
day and is one of the rare lattice girder bridges in its original condition in Europe.

On 22 August 2009 a historic train, led by Ec 2/5 28 Genf of the Swiss Central Railway (SCB), built in 1858, crosses the Rhein bridge at Koblenz. Bernhard Studer
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Flixtrain already offers trains to Basel Badischer Bahnhof – now planning to extend to Zürich
Since Mid-2022, Flixtrain has been running from Berlin to Basel 
and return on Thursdays to Sundays – tickets costing for early 
purchase costing €10. Under normal circumstances Switzerland, 
contrary to EU ‘rules’ does not allow other companies access unless 
it is a shared arrangement. But, although Basel Badischer station 
is on Swiss territory, it is considered part of the German railway 
system according to a state treaty. Flixtrain is therefore allowed 
access to Basel Badischer but no further.

However, Flixtrain – with the support of the EU Commission 
– is now pushing for extension to Zürich. At the end of January, 
they launched ten pilot projects to promote international long-
distance rail travel. Among them is surprisingly the Munich–
Zürich connection from Flixtrain. The announcement caught 
out the Federal Office of Transport (BAV), as Switzerland has not 
yet adopted the EU’s third railway package, which includes the 
opening of international traffic.

In June 2021 the Swiss Federal Council refused to allow 
international passenger transport, the government assessing the 
benefits of opening the market, which it had previously viewed 
positively, as low. However, the EU has been pushing for years 
for Switzerland to open up international passenger traffic. The 
Commission has previously requested this with no success and 
has recently resubmitted its request again. Brussels expects Bern 
to take the step in the foreseeable future, says BAV spokesman 
Michael Müller.

After a difficult start, the opening up of international passenger 
transport in the EU has had a positive effect. The BAV Director 
Peter Füglistaler referred to the Milan–Lyon route, which has seen 
patronage increase by 15% and prices drop by up to 20%. Sooner 
or later, Switzerland will not be able to avoid this step if it wants to 
remain an important hub, he wrote.

The chief official hinted that the cross-border approval of 
rolling stock would become increasingly difficult without an 
agreement with Brussels. The EU has harmonised the rules to 
simplify international rail travel. However, further extension of 
the co-operation with Bern from 2024 seems to be dependent on 
the opening of international passenger transport. 

However, the trade unions categorically reject the opening  of 
international passenger transport. The existing model is the better 
way, says Matthias Hartwich, President of the SEV railway union. 
An opening would have more negative than positive consequences 

and would endanger the well-functioning Swiss railway system. 
The SBB leadership is also against opening and wants to continue 
to co-operate with partner railways. The experiences are very 
good, says spokesman Martin Meier. For TGV traffic to France, 
for example, there is a joint venture with SNCF. 

However, the Flixtrain train to Basel shows that individual 
connections complement the large trains rather than weaken 
them. From the point of view of the passengers, who only have a 
weak lobby, an opening would also have advantages. The quality 
on the Munich–Zürich route is poor. The trains are often very 
late and often have too little space. A slower and cheaper but 
punctual train from Flixtrain could spur SBB and Deutsche 
Bahn to do better. However, the problems on the route are due 
to technical reasons and would not be solved by additional trains 
from Flixtrain, says SEV President Hartwich. 

The opening of international passenger transport was already an 
issue in the framework agreement. At that time it was intended that 
Switzerland would set conditions for market access. According to the 
BAV, the EU would have accepted Swiss ‘conditions’  such as the 
regular timetable and the tariff system. Trains from a foreign company 
would therefore have been integrated into Swiss public transport. 
However, the SBB claimed that the exceptions were formulated 
unclearly. There is no guarantee that national traffic will not also be 
affected. The statement still applies, says SBB spokesman Meier.

While the SBB rejects the opening of international passenger 
transport, they are themselves active in regional transport in 
Germany. With a subsidiary, it operates several S-Bahn lines in 
Baden-Württemberg, in the Basel and Schaffhausen area and from 
Konstanz to Engen. The federal state’s transport minister, Winfried 
Hermann, was not sparing in his praise for the last award to SBB 
in 2019. The reliability and punctuality is significantly higher 
than with other railways, he said.

Swiss transport companies are allowed to participate in tenders 
in EU countries. However, the differences with Brussels could 
have consequences. The EU Directorate-General for Mobility 
and Transport is observing the situation critically, says BAV 
spokesman Müller. SBB emphasizes that its subsidiary takes part 
in tenders for regional passenger transport in the border belt. This 
is also legally possible in Switzerland. So far, however, the federal 
government and the cantons have only tendered bus networks, for 
example in the Jura, in Lower Valais or in Glarnerland.

RBS new Bätterkinden depot and Bätterkinden station upgrade
Another milestone for the new Bätterkinden depot and upgrade 
of Bätterkinden station was reached on Monday, 20 March 2023.
Documents for the planning approval process were submitted 
to the Federal Office of Transport (BAV) and the municipality 
of Bätterkinden.

RBS is planning a new depot in Bätterkinden to store and 
maintain additional trains for an upcoming expanded timetable. 
The depot and the station (railway-related facilities) are approved 
by the BAV while the ancillary facilities such as the bus stop and 
Park & Ride facility are the responsibility of the Canton of Bern. 

Experience has shown that the planning approval process for 
such comprehensive projects takes at least 18 months. RBS therefore 
expects to be able to start construction work on the new depot and 
the station upgrade towards the end of 2024 with completion in 
2027. The costs for the depot facility and the new Bätterkinden 
station amount to around CHF 290 million. An artists impression of the new depot at Bätterkinden looking towards Bern.
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Special postage stamp in rememberance of the first steamboat in Switzerland
On Thursday 2 March, 2023, Swiss Post, Lake Geneva Navigation 
Company CGN SA (www.cgn.ch) and association of steamboat 
enthusiasts (www.abvl.ch) organised the inaugural event for a new 
postage stamp in the shipyard at Lausanne-Ouchy. In 1823, 200 
years ago, the first paddle steamboat on a lake in Switzerland entered 
service and created the era of engines in mobility and industry. The 
catalyst for the first steamboat service came from Edward Church, 
the consul of the United States in France.

Steamer Guillaume Tell (Guillaume is the French expression of 
William), is named after the historic figure in the first period of 
the ‘old’ Swiss country of the 13th century. There are no verifiable 
documents of the existence of William Tell, but he is a symbolic 
figure in the era of the first steps of the Eidgenossenschaft (Swiss 
political history). Although it is not proven if William Tell actually 
existed, it is accepted that the steamer Guillaume Tell changed 
Switzerland from a rural country to a nation of industry, technology 
and modern mobility. Swiss Post has produced an anniversary 
stamp (CHF 1.10, priority tariff) to recognise this. 

When he visited the Lac Léman area in 1822, Church was 
astonished to see no steamboats on the lake. He obtained licences 
from the cantons of Vaud and Geneva and commissioned the 
company Mauriac in Bordeaux to construct a wooden ship. The 

furnace and mechanical parts were obtained from (an unnamed) 
company in Liverpool. The constituent parts were brought overland 
and put together in Eaux-Vives near Geneva. The steamer worked 
the Geneva–Ouchy (Port of Lausanne) route from 1823 until 
1836 when it was taken out of traffic and destroyed. Technology 
had moved so fast that after only 13 years in traffic the ship was 
considered old.

Lake Geneva has two jubilees in 2023. The second anniversary 
is for the navigation company CGN SA (compagnie générale de 
navigation sur le Lac Léman). The success of steamboat Guillaume 
Tell led to other companies and by 1873 several navigation 
companies were founded. 150 years later, CGN has organised a 
number of events to commemorate the milestone.

Two metre gauge trains derail on the same day
On the afternoon of Friday, 31 March two metre gauge trains to the 
north and west of Bern were blown off the tracks due to high winds.

The first was at Lüscherz, 11.6 km south of Biel/Biene on the 
ASM Biel/Bienne to Ins line. This occurred around 16:30 when 
Be 2/6 506 tipped over in strong winds shortly before Lüscherz 
station. The unit then slid a few metres down a small embankment 
and came to a standstill on its right-hand side. The second unit of 
the composition ran a few more metres on the tracks before it came 
to a stop, fortunately upright. A catenary mast was also damaged. 
There were 16 people in the unit at the time and three were injured 
and were taken to hospital by ambulance. 

The second was at Büren zum Hof, 19.6 km north of Bern 
on the RBS line between Bern and Solothurn. At approximately 
16:30 a Solothurn to Bern train, formed of RABe 4/12 32, and 
approaching Büren zum Hof station, derailed, tipped sideways and 

collided with a catenary mast. A storm with strong gusts of over 
100 km/h is thought to be the cause. 

A total of 54 people were on the train at the time of the accident. 
Twelve of them were injured. A man suffered serious injuries and 
was flown to the hospital by rescue helicopter. The other injured 
people – eight adults and three children – were transported to 
hospitals in several ambulances. Buses were organised for the 
uninjured to continue.

The train was recovered over the weekend and repairs complete 
in time for services on the following Monday.

Be 2/6 506 on its side near Lüscherz on 31 March 2023. Biel Fire Department

RABe 4/12 32 is seen just to the north of Büren zum Hof on 31 March. Blick.ch 
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Baggage Motor Car DE 2/2 151 has been withdrawn and ‘plinthed’ near Pontresina. The car 
was transferred from Poschiavo to Pontresina on 23 March 2023, hauled by Allegra 3507. 
The original plan was for it to be transferred to a low-loader at the Samedan freight centre, 
but the load would not have fitted under the new railway bridge at Samedan, so it was 
transferred in Pontresina Yard for the short journey to the premises of Wholis Kutschbetrieb 
near Pontresina station. The long term plan is to set up a small cafeteria centred on the unit.

RhB Preservation
On Thursday, 30 March, the first RhB Ge 
6/6II to be preserved, 702 Curia, was 
transferred by road from Landquart to the 
Luzern Verkehrshaus. Two retired pneumatic 
cement wagons (Xc 931 22 and Xc 931 23) 
were also transferred. 

Like the Ge 6/6II 701 Raetia, Ge 6/6II 
702 Curia was delivered to the RhB in 
1958 by the manufacturing companies 
SLM Winterthur, MFO Zürich Oerlikon 
and BBC Baden. In 1965, the RhB put five 
more Ge 6/6IIs into service, 703 St Moritz, 
704 Davos, 705 Pontresina/Puntraschigna, 
706 Disentis/Mustér and 707 Scuol. 

In the course of their long life, the 
Ge 6/6IIs changed their appearance several 
times. The most visible were the following 
conversions:
•	 The originally green locomotives were 
painted red from 1985. 
•	� In the second half of the 1980s the cab 

ends of 701 and 702, originally fitted 
with doors, were rebuilt in the same 
way as locomotives 703-707. 

•	� From 1998, the pantographs were 
replaced by modern single-arm 
pantographs.
Between July 2020 and November 

2021, all seven Ge 6/6IIs were taken out of service. Locomotives 
701, 703 and 704 have been scrapped. 707 is at Samedan and 

is operational. 705 and 706 are currently at Landquart awaiting 
further developments.

RhB Ge 6/6II 702 is seen in 1978 before the cab ends were rebuilt. Bernhard Studer

RhB Ge 6/6II 702 being loaded at Landquart. 
Bernhard Studer

The loco at the Luzern Verkehrshaus, along with 
the two cement wagons. Kurt Michael Köhl

Right: RhB De 2/2 151 on 23 March 2023 at its final retirement home on the premises of Wohlis Kutschbetrieb 
in Pontresina. Armin Brüngger via Club 1889

Below: After a year in the special Chameleon livery, RhB Ge 6/6 No.415 has reverted to its original brown livery. 
Fresh out of Landquart works the loco is seen between Ilanz and Castrisch on 24 April 2023 hauling eight loaded 
‘Valser’ containers. In early May both RhB Crocodiles are out of action at Landquart due to wheel damage and 
almost certainly all historic Davos–Filisur workings this season will be hauled by a Ge 4/4 I. Photo: Georg Trüb
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Jungfrau announces CHF 44 million profit
In early April Jungfraubahn Holding AG announced that it had 
achieved a profit of CHF 44.4 million in the 2022 financial year, 
the third best result in its history. The Jungfrau Railway Group 
generated transport income of CHF 139.2 million in 2022. 

After the Jungfrau Railway Group’s business suffered 
massively due to the negative effects of the coronavirus 
pandemic, the situation returned to normal with the lifting of 
restrictions. Income of CHF 139.2 million represents an increase 
of 77% over the previous year. The Jungfraujoch – Top of Europe 
segments contributed CHF 81.8 million (+88%), the Experience 
Mountains CHF 27.0 million (+80%) and Winter Sports 
CHF 30.4 million (+50%) to this result.

Operating expenses of CHF 120.3 million represent an 
increase of 18% compared to the previous year. Personnel 
costs increased by 14% to CHF 63.9 million compared to the 
previous year. 

The Jungfrau Railway Group made investments of CHF 28.9 
million in the reporting year, compared to CHF 65.3 million 2021.

The largest current investment project is the renewal of the 
adhesion railway of the Lauterbrunnen–Mürren mountain railway, 
which is being financed by the canton of Bern. Investments 
of CHF 63 million are planned for the entire renewal of the 
Mürrenbahn. A total of CHF 11.5 million was spent in 2022, 
of which CHF 7.4 million was financed directly by increasing 
an interest-free investment loan from the Canton of Bern. Due 
to the delay in the delivery of the rolling stock, the completely 
renovated Lauterbrunnen–Mürren system will go into operation 
in June 2024, instead of the timetable change of 9 December 2023 
as planned.

The Wengernalpbahn invested CHF 6 million in new rolling 
stock for the ‘Wengen Shuttle’, which will go into operation in 
December 2023. 

News Shorts
•	� SBB and SNCF have jointly announced the continuation of 

their joint venture, TGV Lyria, for trains between Switzerland 
and Paris. Lyria SAS is owned 74% by SNCF and 26% by SBB, 
each being responsible for traffic on their own lines. Currently 
4500 seats are available with eight daily return journeys 
Geneva–Paris, Lausanne–Paris and Zürich–Basel–Paris. Traffic 
has recovered well since the Corona pandemic and passenger 
levels last year reached those attained in 2019.

•	� Crocodile Ce 6/8III 14 305, is currently undergoing preventive 
maintenance at the SBB Historic depot in Olten. A small team 
of volunteers with assorted skills is undertaking this work 
which includes among other tasks updating the wheel bearings, 
changing the oil in the transformer and cleaning all electrical 
contacts. The control of the compressed air brakes had to be 
given to a third party as they needed to be officially certified. 

They anticipate that the first test run will take place in late 
May 2023.

•	� In March, after 100 days of revenue earning service, the 
Limmattalbahn, which runs betwen between the SBB stations 
Zürich Altstetten and Killwangen-Spreitenbach announced that 
they had passed the 1.5 million passenger mark. As expected, 
the interchange at Dietikon station  with SBB and Bremgarten-
Dietikon Bahn has the most passengers.

•	� The Forchbahn has reported that patronage has almost returned 
to pre-Covid levels with 5.4 million passengers in 2022. Of 
interest is that in the same year the trains covered a total of 
2.158 million kilometres, slightly more than 2021.

•	� Track-laying in the new new Albula tunnel is set to commence 
in June this year, with the new tunnel expected to be open for 
service in 2024. 

Zürich Tram 2000 for Winnyzja
In December 2020, the Federal State Secretariat for Economic Affairs 
(SECO) signed an agreement with the Ukrainian city of Winnyzja 
(located approximately 250 km south-west of Kyiv) that Switzerland 
would deliver 35 Tram 2000s from Verkehrsbetriebe Zürich (VBZ) 
to Tramwaje w Winnyzja. The corresponding agreement between 
SECO and VBZ was then concluded in August 2021. Delivery 
was going to take place in stages between 2022 and 2025. The total 
costs for asbestos removal and transport were estimated at CHF 3.55 
million, of which SECO would have paid CHF 3.25 million and 
the city of Winnyzja the remainder. It was also planned to deliver 
another tranche of 35 Tram 2000s from 2025 but the project 
has been delayed due to the Ukranian War. The VBZ is currently 
receiving 110 new 43 m long Flexity trams and there are not enough 

stabling locations on VBZ tracks, so some Tram 2000s are being 
relocated. A new Flexity takes up the same space as two 21 m long 
Tram 2000s. SECO still hopes to be able to deliver the agreed Tram 
2000s to Winnyzja in the future but out of necessity, SECO has had 
to move five Tram 2000s to the Welti-Furrer company in Dielsdorf 
(on the the Zürich S15 line to Niederweningen), where they have 
been fenced off on a green field since mid-January 2023.

On 15 March 2023 the first batch of eight trams began their 
journey to the Urkraine where they are expected to have a service 
life of 12-15 years.

From left to right 2040, 2041, 2016, 2030 and 2049 on the grass at the 
Welti-Furrer sie in Dielsdorf on  26 January 2023. J. Lüthard

The first eight of the Zürich trams on their way to Ukraine. Seen at 
Ziegelbrücke on 20 March 2023. Kilian Müller
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Switzerland contributing to infrastructure outside the borders of the country
The Swiss Federal Office of Transport (FOT) will allocate over 
€67 m for the construction of a rail terminal east of Milan, in 
northern Italy. The new trans-shipment terminal will be built on a 
decommissioned area of Milano Smistamento, the main rail yard 
staging area in the city. The new facility will be equipped with 
two six-track yards and six gantry cranes to handle 750-metre-
long trains.

The terminal will be managed by Terminal AlpTransit, a 
joint venture launched by the Italian national railway holding, 
Ferrovie dello Stato Italiane (FS), and Swiss rail freight company 
Hupac. Construction of the terminal should be completed in 
2026. It is estimated by the Swiss FOT that, once opened the 
new facility will remove 150,000 trucks from the roads each year. 
The total investment for this project is approximately €108 m, 
with Switzerland funding over half of it.

Switzerland, as the FOT mentioned in May 2022, has been 
keen on investing in rail freight initiatives outside its borders if 
they are deemed useful for the country’s policy of shifting freight 
volumes on to rail. For example, the FOT mentioned that the 
Helvetic Confederation co-financed projects in Antwerp, in 
Belgium, and Duisburg and Singen, both in Germany. In Italy, 
Switzerland has already contributed to upgrading projects for the 
Hupac terminals in Gallarate and Piacenza, both near Milan.

FS and Hupac are collaborating in the building of a new 
terminal in Brescia, west of Milan. The total investment for this 
terminal will be 60 million euros. The facility will cover an area 
of 100,000 square metres. According to FS, the construction 
permit is expected to be unlocked by spring 2023, meaning 
that work should start in early 2024 and the terminal should 
be ready by 2026. The new terminal, which will be called La 
Piccola Velocità (The Small Speed), will be equipped with five 
rail tracks each 750 metres in length. There will also be five tracks 
for layovers, three support tracks, and three electric rail-mounted 
gantry cranes. Once completed, 11 weekly trains will travel to 
and from the terminal in Brescia.

Switzerland is also willing to partially fund new rail routes 
on the left bank of the Rhein between Germany and France. 
This is driven by rising capacity bottlenecks along the Rhein–
Alpine Corridor putting pressure on the industry to find 
alternative routes. Similar initiatives were suggested in August 
by four Helvetic rail freight companies: Hupac, SBB Cargo 
International, VAP, and BLS Cargo. The parties involved pointed 
out that, with relatively small investments, it would be possible 
to have 60 daily freight trains running through alternative routes 
on the river’s left bank in 10 years.  Source: RailFreight.com

Zürich tram emerges in SOB Traverso livery
On 1 April, 2023, Verkehrsbetriebe Zürich (VBZ) Cobra 
Tram Be 5/6 3030 is seen in on Paradeplatz in the livery of an 

SOB Traverso. This was the first day the tram in the Traverso 
advertising livery emerged on the Zürich tram network. 
Photo: SOB, Patrick Gutenberg

Editor’s Note
Sometimes these reports contain prior notice of planned work 
and interruptions of normal services. These are without guarantee. 
Readers must check locally, or on websites, when travelling to avoid 
disappointment, but also because such projects can change even at 
short notice.

Swiss News was compiled by the Editor with input from Robert 
Amstutz, Michael Donovan, Derek Evans and Mario Gavazzi.

Your editor must also acknowledge Schweizer Eisenbahn-Revue, 
Eisenbahn Amateur and bahnonline.ch as a source for many 
items. 
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Website Members Area
The process of individual Registration for the Member’s Area of 
the Website went live on 1 February 2023. To date (beginning 
of April) over 250 members have registered, whilst that is 
good, it represents less than 25% of the Society’s membership, 
which is not so good. Those 75% are missing out on all that 
the Member’s Area has to offer. Did you know that you can 
view and download all the back issues of Swiss Express from 
issue 1 in 1985 until the end of 2021? The Society News page 
gives the link to the monthly Zoom meetings and the links to 
view all the previous meetings since the beginning of 2022. 
The AGM Brochure including the Director’s Reports and 
accounts are also available to view and download. 

Up-to-date Swiss News and information on Swiss events 
is also displayed, but this does rely on members giving us the 
information, please email the webmaster with this. We do 
hope to offer special deals and discounts on Society Sales items 
to members in the future so come on you 75% and register 
for the Member’s Area. The only way to do this is to apply at:  
https://swissrailsoc.org.uk/register/ Self registration will not 
give you the required level of access. It is a manual process to 
check that the email address registered is the same as the one 
on the society membership database.  Glyn Jones

SRS PHOTOGRAPHS  
NOW ON SALE
As announced in the last Swiss Express, the Society has concluded a deal to make 
available the large collections of photographs donated by various benefactors over 
recent years. There are well over 10,000 images which Archivist David Stevenson has 
been very busy scanning and Martin Fisher has been indexing. The pictures have been 
available to the editor of Swiss Express for use in the magazine and other publications 
for some time, but now they can be accessed by everyone.

The well-known on-line service The Transport Library has set up a separate gallery for 
our images. The first batches have been uploaded and can be viewed and purchased 
now as prints or digital downloads. David plans to upload more and more pictures over 
the coming months, so keep an eye on the site for new additions.  
Just click on the direct link from the SRS website or enter the full URL address:  
https://www.thetransportlibrary.co.uk/-/galleries/srs-swiss-railways-society 
Every picture sold contributes to Society funds and helps keep subscription rates low.

These images have been donated by Philip Kelley, Neil Wheelwright, and Peter Nichols.

2024 Calendar
The Society will again be producing a calendar in 2024 - 
further details will appear in the September Swiss Express.

SRS on Facebook
The SRS has a Facebook page at: https://www.facebook.
com/swissrailwayssociety/. It is hoped that being on 
Facebook will promote the Society and will be a vehicle 
where we can put announcements at short notice. We also 
have a Facebook Group Page at: https://www.facebook.
com/groups/swissrailwayssociety/. Members can join, ask 
questions, post photos and videos. Please ‘like’ our Facebook 
page and join in this closed group and make use of it.

SRS at Model Railway Exhibitions
The Society will be attending the following shows this year:
Sunday 20 August – French Railways Society, Lenham, Kent.
Saturday 23 September – European Railways Association 
Model Railway Show, Longbridge, Birmingham.
Saturday-Sunday 25-26 November – Warley National 
Model Railway Exhibition.
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length trains. Ian Hedgecock’s Rue CFF/Bahnweg (HO SBB/
SLS) layout was another “built in a year” layout. It was the 
only standard gauge railway layout present but his model of 
the preserved SNCF 141 R steam loco with digital sound 
certainly attracted attention. As usual, there were several trade 
and Society stands. The former included regular attendees 
Contikits and Gerald Savine, as well as Mount Tabor Models, 
Scograil and Switzerland Travel Centre. The Italian Railways 
Society’s stand included a small Italian Railways layout. The 
SRS Society had our usual sales stand selling our range of 
“in house” products and publications and a “Bring and Buy” 
stand where members’ surplus items were available for sale.

The Formal AGM
The Chairman, Roger Ellis, welcomed everyone, including the 
layout owners and traders, to our exhibition and AGM. Roger 
thanked Glyn Jones for organising the event and Pam Jones 

Eighty-nine people, mostly members, signed in and some 52 
members attended the AGM itself. Six layouts were on view 
in Saturday’s exhibition; four of which depicted the RhB. Our 
Chairman, Roger Ellis, brought his Bremen tramways (HO 
gauge) layout which he had built during lock down. John Jesson 
was clearly impressed as he invited Roger’s layout to appear 
at the Alexandra Palace show in 2024. Mark Ellis showed 
his Churwalden (1:150 RhB Nm) layout which featured a 
delightfully twinkling snow scape. Kruezweg (1:87 HOm) 
by Oliver Browne was another layout with snow scenery and 
featured lots of contemporary RhB trains. Paul Jobber would 
have won a prize for the most compact model. His layout, 
Tirano (1:150 Nm), was an accurate depiction of the Bernina 
Railway’s approach to and traversal of the piazza in front of 
the Basilica of the Madonna di Tirano. This year Gordon 
Wiseman brought his Paspels-Thusis Nord (Kato 1:150 N) 
layout which took advantage of the smaller scale to feature full 

2023 Swiss Railways Society AGM Report
Hywel Rees, the Company Secretary Reports: The 2023 AGM was held in the Conference Suites of the Aston Court Hotel in 
Derby. The main part of the hotel was unavailable as it had been taken over by the Home Office to accommodate asylum 
seekers. Consequently on-site accommodation and food service was not available but we were able to organise free tea, 
coffee and drinking water for those attending the exhibition and AGM on Saturday.

Above: A Duewag Gt 6 Heidelberg tram in Coca Cola livery makes its way along 
the main street on the Chairman’s Bremen tram layout built during Covid 
lockdowns. 

Below: Churwalden by Mark Ellis in 1:150 scale. Churwalden is a real village but 
not one served by the Rhätische Bahn so this is a representation of what might 
have been. The village is seen in winter with a Christmas market taking place. 
An Allegra awaits departure from the station. Note the lit-up station clock. 
Both photos: Bill Salter

Above: A general view of some of the layouts. Gordon Wiseman’s Paspels–
Thusis Nord layout (Kato 1:150 N), set in the Domleschg valley between 
Reichenau and Thusis on the Albula main line of the Rhätische Bahn, can be 
seen in the foreground.

Below: Oliver Browne’s Hom Kreuzweg layout is a fictitious location on the 
Rhätische Bahn incorporating detail from both the Albula line and the 
Klosters–Davos section. Here preserved Ge 6/6I Krokodil No.414 is at the head 
of a train including an Aussichtswagen as it crosses both a viaduct over a river 
and a bridge over a ski piste. Photo: Guy Harrison

44	 SWISS EXPRESS



Society  Pages

for running the reception desk and taking a note of the formal 
meeting. He thanked Bill Salter, who was standing down as 
Swiss Express Editor due to ill health, for all the work he had 
done and continues to do for the Society. Our new Editor, 
Graeme Henderson, lives in Australia and was unable to be with 
us on this occasion. Roger then introduced the Board members 
to the meeting. The minutes of the 2022 AGM were agreed 
by the meeting after Ian Athey had pointed out that he was 
chairman rather than treasurer in the early days of Giles Baker’s 
tenure as our auditor. The various reports by directors and the 
annual accounts for 2022 were also agreed by the meeting. 

Whilst working through the various reports, the Chairman 
took the opportunity to thank Malcolm Bullpitt for acting as 
assistant editor during the transfer of the Swiss Express Editor 
role from Bill Salter to Graeme Henderson, Giles Baker for 
auditing our accounts and Mark Ansermoz for preparing our 
submissions to HMRC and to Companies House. It was also 
formally agreed that Giles Baker be appointed as auditor for 
the 2023 accounts in due course. Regarding membership, the 
chairman explained that board wished to discontinue the 2-year 
membership option from the end of 2023. It had originally 
been introduced to facilitate handling payment by cheque 
but now most members paid by Paypal or bank transfer. It 
offered no financial advantage to members and managing this 

option was taking up excessive amounts of time. Those who 
had already paid for 2024 would not be affected. This change 
was agreed by the meeting with no objections. Paul Flint 
asked about what exhibitions the SRS would be attending in 
2023. Simon Ellis replied that the SRS would be at Lenham 
(French Railways Society) in August, ERA in September and 
Warley in November. Piers Milne said the ERA show would 
go ahead despite rumours to the contrary and Gerald Savine 
confirmed this. 

Whilst three of the existing board members had offered to 
stand again there were some new faces who had been co-opted 
during 2022-2023. It was agreed by the meeting that the SRS 
Board going forward to 2024 would comprise:

Chairman	 Roger Ellis
Company Secretary	 Hywel Rees
Treasurer	 David Stowell
Membership	 Steve Buck
Sales	 Gary Eldridge
Editor	 Graeme Henderson
Archivist	 David Stevenson
Exhibitions	 Simon Ellis
Webmaster	 Glyn Jones
Advertising & Publicity	 Bernard Davis
Branch Liaison &  
International meetings	 Paul Russenberger

Nominations will be sought in the usual way for the 2024 
AGM for the positions of Company Secretary, Sales Director 
and Archivist. Hywel Rees and Gary Eldridge were willing to 
continue in office, whereas David Stevenson was hoping to 
relinquish the Archivist role in 2024. However, despite David’s 
offer to help his replacement get up to speed, no volunteer 
had come forward so far. The 2024 AGM will be held at the 
Kidderminster Railway Museum but the date of Saturday 27 
April 2024 is only provisional as the Severn Valley Railway 
have not as yet confirmed the date of their 2024 Spring Gala. 
Further details will be announced in Swiss Express and on the 
SRS website as they become available.

Open Forum
Malcolm Bulpitt, previously Swiss 
Express editor, thanked the Board for 
his Honorary Life Membership. The 
Chairman replied that Malcolm had 
been a deserving case in return for his 
long contribution to the SRS. Gerald 
Savine proposed a vote of thanks to the 
Board for the way they were running the 
SRS. (There was supportive applause). 
The Chairman replied that the roles 
could be time consuming and thanked 
the other Board members for their 
support. As there were no other issues 
raised during this session, the Chairman 
thanked those who had attended and 
then closed the meeting. 

The busy Bring and Buy stall, operated by Paul Russenberger, Bernard Davis 
and David Stevenson. The Italian Railways Society stand can also be seen in 
the background. Photo: Glyn Jones

The Society’s Exhibitions Director, Simon Ellis, 
mans the Sales Stand. Photo: Glyn Jones

Paul Jobbers’ Tirano (1:150 N) is a highly compact 
but thoroughly accurate representation of the 
piazza in front of the Basilica of the Madonna di 
Tirano on the Rhätische Bahn’s Bernina section.

JUNE 2023	 45



Society Diary Branches and Meetings

Society Virtual Meetings
Please see the Virtual Branch Meetings Page 
on the Society Website for log-in details or 
contact meetings@swissrailsoc.org.uk. 

All meetings are held on Sundays and  
start at 20:00 UK local time, log-in at 19:45 
for a chat.

18th June: Jim Finlayson: 
Neuburg 1913 and 2013

16th July: Geoffrey Greer:  
East German Narrow Gauge

20 August: Brian Hitchcock: Designing a 
Rack Railway – Where to Start, Where to Go 
and How to Get There.

If you would like to give a presentation, 
please get in touch with Paul Russenberger. 
Please note that presenters are sought for 
September and October.

Bristol and Bath
Branch Organiser: James Henderson 
20 Bloomfield Avenue, Bath BA2 3AB

Email: henderson@timicomail.co.uk

Venue: Bath Scout Headquarters,  
7 Grove Street, Bath, BA2 6PJ,  
starting at 19:30

No further talks are currently planned for the 
2022/23 season of meetings.

East Midlands
Branch Organiser: Glyn Jones 
Alpiglen,13 Welland Close,  
Burton–on-Trent DE15 0AG 

Tel: 01283 567983 
Email: east.mids@swissrailsoc.org.uk

Venue: Brunswick Inn, Railway Terrace, Derby 
(almost opposite Derby Station) at 19:00

Meetings are held on the last Thursday 
of the following months: March, April, 
May, September, October and November 
and the Branch is on its summer break 
until September.

14th September: Don Wight: Pot Pourri 7 
Please note the change of date.

London 
Branch Organiser: Jonathan Fisher 
10 Runnymede Court, High Street, Egham, 
Surrey, TW20 9AA. 

Tel: 01784 435622. Text only: 07795 560236 
Email: London@swissrailsoc.org.uk 

Meetings start 19:00 on 2nd Wednesday of 
the month and are either held via Zoom or 
at The Bishops Finger, 9-10 West Smithfield, 
Smithfield Street, London EC1A 9JR. This venue 
is less than 10 minutes’ walk from Farringdon 
Underground and National Rail Station. Full 
details of both the venue and log-on details 
for Zoom meetings can be obtained from the 
Branch Organiser.

14th June: Graham Benbow: 
A Video Presentation 
Venue: The Bishops Finger.

12th July: This will be the next section of 
Martin Fisher’s Switzerland A–Z. By Zoom.

9th August: Roger Jones:  
Presentation details awaited. By Zoom.

13th September:  
Presentation details awaited. By Zoom.

11th October:  
Presentation details awaited. 
Venue: The Bishops Finger.

Manchester
Branch Organiser:  
Email: manchester@swissrailsoc.org.uk

Venue for in person meetings:  
Friends’ Meeting House,  
6 Mount Street, Manchester.  
[Behind Central Library.]  
(Metro – St.Peter’s Square.)

Meetings open at 18.45 for chat etc. 
Presentation starts at 19.15: meeting and the 
room must be cleared by 21.00.

Manchester Branch website:  
http://www.swiss.nwrail.org.uk 

Wednesday 7th June: Zoom Meeting: 
Trains & Planes & Boats – Members’ Photos

Wednesday 5th July:  
at Friends Meeting House, Manchester: 
Dave Howsam: End of an Era (2)

Wednesday 2nd August: Zoom Meeting: 
Subject to be confirmed

Wednesday 6th September:  
at Friends Meeting House Manchester: 
“Members’ Recent Travels (TBC)”

West Midlands
Branch Organiser: Richard Shaw

Phone 0121 552 5148 (Home)  
07804126706 (Mobile). 
Email: west.mids@swissrailsoc.org.uk 

All meetings are scheduled to take place in 
Kidderminster railway museum (DY10 1QX) 
on the last Wednesday of the month, August 
to April starting at 1930.

Wednesday 30th August: Richard Shaw 
A 2-Month Global Interrail – Part 2

Presentations on 27th September, 
25th October and 29th November are to 
be confirmed.

West of England
Branch organisers:  
Jonathan Collinge & Colin Stone

Email: wofe.branch@swissrailsoc.org.uk

Branch normally meets at 11:15 on the 
second Saturday of the month from October 
to April. Please contact the organiser if you 
would like to attend. 

Please note that the current proprietors of 
The Keyberry will leave in May 2023 and 
therefore our meetings there are awaiting 
confirmation. Please contact the organiser 
for more details. 

Venue: The Keyberry Hotel,  
17 Kingskerswell Road,  
Newton Abbot, TQ12 1DQ.

Yorkshire
Branch organiser: Philip Lockwood

Tel: 0113 2532176  
Email: yorkshire.branch@swissrailsoc.org.uk 

All meetings take place at the 
Middleton Railway, Engine House, 
Moor Road, Leeds LS10 2JQ on a Saturday 
and commence at 13:00.

Saturday 5th August: Martin Fisher: 
Switzerland H to K
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Switzerland soon?
The long-expected Visa Waiver System (ETIAS) for entry into the EU/Schengen 
countries appears to have been delayed further. Introduction of the system was to 
be May 2023 and was moved to November 2023, the www.etiasvisa.com website 
currently says that UK citizens travelling to Europe will need an ETIAS visa waiver 
from 2024. 

ETIAS is an electronic travel authorisation, or a visa waiver, which will also be 
required for travellers from Australia, New Zealand, Canada and the US amongst 
many others.

ETIAS applications will be fully on line. A fee will be payable, expected to be 
around €7, and once approved the waiver will be valid for three years or until the 
passport expires, visitors will not have to apply every time they visit. UK passport 
holders will be able to stay in the Schengen zone for up to 90 days per 180-day period 
and passports must be valid for at least six months on the date of travel and be under 
10 years old. Once a visitor has crossed an external Schengen border, they can move 
around the borderless travel zone without facing further checkpoints, however, it 
would be advisable to have your passport and a record of the ETIAS with you at all 
times, especially if crossing borders.

When you are next making that trip to Switzerland, you can get the most up to 
date information on either www.schengenvisainfo.com or www.etiasvisa.com.  
Don’t get caught out. 

And finally…
Bovine samples travel by Thurbo
On Monday 27 February a group of people boarded a 
Romanshorn-bound Thurbo GTW at St.Gallen St.Fiden. 
This in itself is not unusual… But they also boarded with a 
cow (or did the cow board with them?). The group including 
the bovine travelled almost 12 km alighting at Muolin, 
two thirds of the way to Romanshorn. This only after the 
driver had reported it and the powers that be took the view 
that not much could be done without delaying operations. 
Thurbo later justified this action on the basis that the group 
had brought a bucket and broom with them “in case the 
cow wasn’t house-trained”. It is not known if the cow or the 
accompanying humans had valid tickets for the ride! 

Where’s Heidi?

Answer:
It’s on Thun Station to mark the 
100 years of the Bern–Thun Railway 
1899-1999. It’s by Simon Stettler.

Photo: Heidi Marriott

Luxurious self-catering chalet, now with private 
sauna! Ski slopes five minutes’ walk away. 
Spectacular RhB views, anywhere on network 
possible as a day trip. Glorious walks, nature 
reserve behind the chalet. Swimming pools 
and all the other attractions of a traditional 
Swiss village.
Owned by an SRS member, a number of members 
have stayed at the chalet, with several returning a 
second time! 5% discount for SRS members.
E-mail: mark@marksplaces.com
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MN37295 - Epoch VI - AC Sound - £385.00
SBB Cargo G2000 Vossloh Diesel Locomotive

M16832 - Epoch VI - DCC Sound - £325.00
SBB BR193 524-6 Electric Locomotive

RC7500020 - Epoch VI - £255.00
SBB Re460 072-2 Locarno Electric Locomotive

RC70649 - Epoch VI - £235.00
SBB Cargo Re484 011-2 Electric Locomotive

FM739361 - Epoch VI - DCC Sound - £325.00
SBB Cargo Re193 658-2 Electric Locomotive VI 

FM731299 - Epoch VI - £255.00
SBB Re460 019-3 175yr Swiss Rail Electric Loco

HIN2459 - Epoch VI - £179.95
SBB Railpool BR186 181-4 Electric Locomotive

MN88468 - Epoch VI - £255.00
SBB Re460 Electric Locomotive VI

HA019446 - £34.50
Cessna 172 Swissair HB-CQM

K23-245B - £43.00
Glacier Express Highland Station (Pre-Built)

VO43960 - £29.00
Alpine Inn With Wooden Terrace Kit

FA131004 - Epoch IV - £45.50
Hot Air Balloon Kit

Z Scale

HO Scale HO ScaleN Scale HO Scale

This is just a small selection of what is available to enable you to model the majesty of Swiss Railways.
 Why not start your new hobby today?

N Scale

HO Scale HO Scale HO Scale HO Scale

N Scale N Scale

These products are distributed in the UK by Gaugemaster and available from your local model shop, or, in case of difficulty, direct from ourselves. 
Gaugemaster Controls Ltd., Ford Road, Arundel, West Sussex, BN18 0BN, UNITED KINGDOM - +44 (0) 1903 884321 - hello@gaugemaster.com. E&OE.

www.gaugemaster.com
@gaugemaster @gaugemaster_controls@gaugemaster @gaugemaster_controls
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Unit 2, 48-52 Tomline Road, Ipswich IP3 8DB            
Our Hours: 1000-1600 Monday-Friday; 1000-1300 Saturday. Sunday & Bank Holidays Closed
Phone: 01473 715769 Email: scograil@btinternet.com Web: www.scograil.co.uk

UK delivery: Orders under £100 = £3; £100-£249.99 = £4; £250 & over = free.
(Prices & availability correct 2/5/23)

An extra 7.5% off for SRS Members. Use/Quote Disc code SRS

Roco 70089 HO Gauge SBB  
Ae 3/6 10700 Electric Loco
Our Price: £269.95
Roco 70090 (DCC-Sound)
Our Price: £319.95

Trix 22969 HO Gauge  
SBB Re 460 Electric Loco 
(DCC-Sound)
Our Price: £249.95

Minitrix 16881 N Gauge  
SBB Re 4/4II Electric Loco 
(DCC-Sound)
Our Price: £219.95

Minitrix 16882 N Gauge  
SBB Re 4/4II Electric Loco 
(DCC-Sound)
Our Price: £234.95

Minitrix 16682 N Gauge  
SBB Ce 6/8III Electric Loco 
(DCC-Sound)
Our Price: £339.95

Fleischmann 731299  
N Gauge SBB Re 460 019-3 
175 year Swiss Rail  
Electric Loco
Our Price: £229.95

Arnold HN2459  
N Gauge SBB Railpool  
BR 186 Electric Loco
Our Price: £114.95

Roco 70690 HO Gauge BLS 
Re 465 004-0 Kambly Elec Loco 
Our Price: £174.95
Roco 70694 (DCC-Sound)
Our Price: £244.95

Roco 70410 HO Gauge  
SBB Re 10/10 Electric 
Loco  (DCC-Sound)
Our Price: £469.95

Roco 71412 HO Gauge SBB 
Re 421 “Zürich–München” 
Electric Loco
Our Price: £187.95

Trix 22830 HO Gauge 
BLS Re 465 Electric Loco 
(DCC-Sound)
Our Price: £279.95
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Switzerland
2023

Unforgettable 
Experiences

From Cities to Lakes to Mountain peaks

switzerlandtravelcentre.com

10%
Discount  

on STC Package Holidays 

for SRS Members

call 0207 420 4900

CD
10
03
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jungfrau.ch/jungfraujoch

 Jungfraujoch
TOP OF EUROPE
To Europe’s highest railway station · 3454 m
Your day excursion will take you upwards. Constructed at the turn of the 20th century,  
the station complex gives you unrivalled views across the vast «Sea of Ice» glacier world.  
A world of ice and snow.

Now 45 minutes faster to 
Jungfraujoch – Top of Europe

Alpine Sensation Ice Palace Sphinx Terrace
New:  –  
Most modern 3S railway in the world


